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Dear Friends, Ledies and Gentlemefi,

It is ndt an everyday occurance that the students and angd staff of a University
" leave their own country to find-a new home in.order to be able to preserve their o
‘idea of freedom ‘and to live as free men. I beleive I am not conceited when I. say yfﬁf
* thet our Exodus shall be written on the- ‘pages. of‘history to_provide example and 'f'f(‘
“s! -inspiration for generations to come. What can we 1earn from the example of Sopron R
University° hER : . . T
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First of all this: ideas can not be made accepted through force, new ‘social syetems
cannot be created by oppression.- ‘Only the will of° the people, I repeat the free will
. of the people, can create new sociel order. Since it was not the will of the Hungarian
people that a communistic social system 86 adopted in the ecountry, but that system -
was forced upon us, the end.result was that we had to start out on the journey of “the’
homeless. Nobody can evaluate today what a tremendous failure this is from ‘the point
“of- view of the Soviet system. LR e R o . .

o

- The conscience of natione shall long remember those pages of Soviet-Hungarian history
" mhich Mr. Krushtehev or Bulganin shell never be able setisfactorily to explsin for sny
:intelligent man. - : .rw,. TN e

- Canada's rceiv1ng these refuges, on. the other hnnd, shell everlastingiy remain a bright ea,
page in Canada's history. Because: it is Aan immensely positive: contribution to the whole
of. humanity, when a nation, Vanada, gives new home and new hope for so meny Hungarien
refugees, amongst them four our own university. ‘I am quite sure that the entire world: Cal
regards this action of ‘the Cenadian people as an’ outstanding expression of humanitarianiam
-—and understanding. Ce ,.5;1_,_
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" But by being received into this country our task is not over yet. As the ‘SNOW covere the
vgraves of those who fell fighting for liberty, .and gs the memory of the uprisingydimiaiehe
we ask of all Canadians, and we pledge ourseives that they shall not let. the flame: g
of freedom disapear. This is our common duty, ‘because it is false to believe that sng

: one country can remain rree for a lenght of time ather countries ara cruelly oppresed. Q

5 We all have to understand that peace is not the absence of war., ‘and that after the ‘ ;*r
butchery of a netion it is- hypocritical to talk piously abaut peace, it is more‘then
hypoeritical, it shows a serious lack of historical and political responsibility. S '5
We have to explain to everbody, workingmen, intellectuals socialists and even communista
that the’ imperialistise intention of bolshevism is only camouflaged as socialiSm, - taot
this bolshevism has lost ell its credit as far sseeeriously thinking people are concerné';

' In a small destroyed country, like our Hungery, nothing specially Hungerian happened,
the revolution .was not the outcome of- fiery, Hungarian temperament, it was &’ fight for-
the freedom of humanity and eepecially for the freedom of. the’ working claSses This is
-the .crucial question. if the idea or freedom, ‘bestowed upon us\by God and- nature, ror
?,'which idea troughout the ages people rought and died can be erased from peoples. minde

crushied in tits manifestation in the east, then ‘gome dey the. idee of freedom shall‘Becom

.[Uht an empty illusiom in the west tee.; : \\ v ' oo ~

@ltaugh I realize that tnis is perheps‘u'ueealn
ted -to talk ebent thie hecauee ¥
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, that in this township of Powell River . péople were willing to risk their lives

"+ for the freedom of their country 1ina percentage unequalled »in the whole of
Canada, and I dared to say these feww words here in this community which so graciously
opened its ‘doors to us. . . .
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-+, 1 am quoting you from a letter which a student of mine received from his father
"still in Hungary:" We Hungarian expecting freedom here, are extremely grateful to the
- freedom~- loving people of Csnada:and Powell River espesially, for receiving our eons oy
with so much love." We , too, sre ‘extreme)y grateful for your hospitality. But
we want to do more than feel grateful -One question occurs frequently in our minds: what
can we do to express our gratitude? At this very moment we cannot do too much. But later-
we hop we shall be able to contribute to the developmént of this country, this
’prov1nce and Powell River itself. ‘
Or course first we muet learn English. Then we sayll haye to complete our university
work to be able to do our best for our gracious hosts. . o
This is our programme and we asked God's blessing in ‘our services. And now to ‘be able
to fulfill this plan of ours I wish godd health and strength to my students'and colle-
gues, and ask from our Cenadiasn hosts to help us, so that we all together, might .
: Hcooperete in working for a better furure for Canada, Hungaryay, nay for the whole of
humanity. -, - , ,




