ASSOCIATION OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA PROFESSIONAL FORESTERS

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE REGISTRAR, 406- 837 WEST HASTINGS ST., VANCOUVER, B.C. V6C 1B6
TELEPHONE 687-8027

SOPRON<*25TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 1982

January 1982 will mark the 25th Anniversary of the arrival in British Columbia of
the students and staff of the Faculty of Forest Engineering of the University of
Sopron, Hungary. Graduates of that group can be found throughout government,
industry, consulting and teaching areas of our profession.

The ABCPF is sponsoring, with assistance from Vancouver Section CIF, government,
industry and consulting firms, a commemorative dinner to recognize the contribu-
tion of the Sopron graduates to forest management in Rritish Columbia.

Many of those who were instrumental in meeting and dealing with the Sopron group
in their earliest days will be invited as guests to bring back some of the more

poignant and humorous memories.

Attendance will be by dinner reservation only. Hungarian and traditional food
and Hungarian wine will be served.

Location: U.B.C. Graduate Student Centre, Vancouver

Time: No host Bar - 5:30pm Banquet - 6:30pm
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SOPRON 25TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER ~ MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 1982

I enclose herewith my cheque for $ for reservations @ $16.00 each
I will pay at the door. Reserve places for @ $16.00 each

I hereby contract to pay for any reservations made by me but not cancelled
before December 31, 1981,

NAME

(Please print)
SIGNED

Mail to: Association of B.C. Professional Foresters
Suite 406 - 837 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 1B6

By December 1, 1981, please




SOPRONERS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

tz Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends and Colleagues.

I am your Master of Ceremonies - my name is Les Jozsa. Jozsa, I'm told
by my Canzadian born sister-in-law, is not only easy to remember but also easy
to say. All one has to do is to think of Yogi-bear dancing with Zsa Zsa Gabor.

Thank you for coming here tonite to help us Soproners celebrate the 25th
Anniversary of our arrival to the University of British Columbia.

I would iike to start my comments by thanking our host, Mr. Edmund
Vliaszaty, a Sopron Alumnus, for the delicious buffet and the friendly
atmosphera he has provided for us.

We Soproners consider this campus, the University of British Columbia, a
special place. This is the place where we first put down our roots when we

came -to Canada. This place is our home away from home. Most of us live our E
lives, here in North America, as typical nuclear family members, or, in other :

i
words, ©n ©Qur Own. It is so, not because of choice, but because of g

circumstance. About 95% of us have our parents, brothers, sisters and other
relations in Hungary. Perhaps for this reason alone, we have maintained a
closze tie and created an extended family within our alumni group.

I feel proud and privileged to be an active member of the Sopron Alumni.
Incidentally, I might put the accent, £from time to time. on the wrong
"gyllable”. At any rate, in my last sentence, the accent was on the ‘word
"aotive”, Unfortunately, some of us have grown inactive, even lethargic, and
have not matured like good wine. These few prefer their "privacy”, like -an
ostrich with its head stuck in sand. Fortunately, the majority of .us
Soproners are active part1c1pants in many ways on many fronts. For ~example, F
our AaSGClatlon iz currently in the process of writing a book entitled "Sopron i
Chronici=s®™. 1In its 400 pages, it will attempt to bring to life the last 25 ;
years of the Sopron Forestry Faculty in Canada. The book is intended to be an
accurate, nonfictional document. It will describe not only the major events
but also capture vignettes of our common, everyday life as to how and why we
have made certain decisions. I think you will agree with me this is not a
small task. For there is a certain dichotomy in life for all of us. A few
random examples — should we have come to this ball, or shouldn't we? Should
we have gotten married, or stayed single? - unfortunately, nowadays, should
we stay married or get a divorce? -~ Should we have invested in gold or
silver? Should I go on or should I stop? We are making these decisions
everyday, not only in our private lives but also in our professional 1lives. |
We can draw our conclusions on the outcome only in retrospect; perhaps when 3
it's too late. '

The book will attempt to deal with many facets of our past. The first
chapters will describe the time and events which transpired in late 1956 and
during the year of 1957. For us, the year 1957 was a significant year. That
was the year of our great trek to Canada, to the U.B.C. campus. A year of
physical and emotional turmoil (someone yelled from the audience "the best
vear of my life!"™ to which I replied: "I concur with you" L.J.). :

e Y e




Kedves Barataim,

Az emlékezés kivédltsigos adottsdzunk és akdr Oromteli,
akdr bidnatos, sohasem hagy el benninket. Az évforduldk alkalmat
adnak az enlékezésre, amikor visszatekinthetink az elhagyott évek
hosszi sordra. Nekiink soproniaknak van mire emlékezniink., Kletal-
bumunk vastag lapjain ezernyi kép jelenik meg multunkbdl és ezért
ez az evforduld sokkal ttbbet jelent szdmunkra, mint bdrmilyen év-
forduld masok szidmara.

Eosszu id6 25 év egy embertltdben, de neldink hamar el-
mult é€s Ggy érzem, életfilozdfidnkban nem is idézett eld védlto-~

~

zdst. A soproni hiisdg torony tdvoli,de itt is védelmez§ drnydkd-
ban hiven megériztilk tradicidinkat, amik Alma Materunkhiz kttnek;
az Atlanti Ocedn erdszakos hulldmai nem mostdk le rélunk magyar-
sagunk j gzetes vondsait; és Xanada hideg 4ghajlata sem hii-
totte ré szeretetiinket és szivimk nelegét driga magyar ha-
zank ir ~—— Mégig,az elmult 25 esztendd valtozdst hozott
mindnyd életéve. Gyermekeinkbdl sziildk lettee , beldliink meg-
bolesii gek, a menekiiltekbdl jémddu kanadai dllampolgdrok, és
a forr forradalmérokbdl, hazavirt nagytecsii henfiak, akiknelk
dellarokkal telt zsebei egyik fontos tényezdje lett az értékes
idegen valutik hazai bedramldsinak. - Megbékélt minden benniink és
mindenki koriilgttiink, 25 egztendd szorgos munkdja utdn. ———-—
De mit szdl majd a torténelem mindeﬁgz ? == Fogjdk-e tudni a tor-
ténelem tird181i, hogy mindaz ami tortént, egy nehéz,nagy elhatdrozds
eredménye volt: - felszdmoliunk magunkban egy tdrsadalmi rendszert,
aminel eszelds politikdjdval nem értettiink egyet, - és elhagytuk
hazdnkat, hogy megmentsiik a magunk 4s gyermekeink lelkét egy kdros
ideoldgidtdl.Soken,vagy talédn valamennyien, nem lesziink tanui a
torténelmi birdlatnak, de biztos vagyok abban,hogy utédaink jogos
bilszkeséggel fognak megemlékezni réiunk, mert birdink igazolni fog-
jédk tetteink helyességzdt, - - ) N

; Feleségemmel egyiitt sajnil juk, hogy nem jelenhettiink
meg ktztetek ezen a jelentds eseményen, €és nem innepelhetiink veletek

az ordmteli taldlkozdn.Jelenlegi munkim tengeren tllira szdlitott,
ami halaszthatatlan tov4dbbi munkavdllaldsom €s casalddon megélhetdse
érdekéven.De gondolatban veletek vagrunk ma este, .

\ Uté13 » de nem utdlsd sorban szeretndk megenlékezni
azokrdl a sze Tt kollégdinkrdl - hallgatékrsl é&s tandrokrsdl -
akik elSttink mentek el az Brik vaddgzmnezbkre az elmult 25 eaz-~-
tend§ alatt és nem lehetnek itt veletek méma, Biszkesdggel em-~
1ékeziink mindnyd jukra és fdjdalommal kényveljiik el embari életiink
elkeriilhetetlen kivetkezményeit. A sziiletds &g elmulds Orok tor- .
vényel aldl nincsennek kivételek.Lehetnek évforduldk 25 - 50 vagy
akdr 1000 évesek is, az emberi sors mindég ugyanaz marad, szilletink,
majd elmulunk, -~ de az elmuldson dtcsillog valamennyilinkben az Srok
élet biztaté reménye,

Kivdnom, hogy vigadjatok dnfeledten ezen az eastén és
élvezzétek a jelen élet ezernyl Oromét, ami megadatott azoknak,
akik résztvehetnek ezen a ma esti megemlékezdsen,
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Feleségemmel, Agldjdval egyutt szeretettel kiszvntimk
Rerneteket.

£ 2% 47 5 7 L s
MAALGY. Uav az Brdésenalk |

’ Jé6 szerencsét !
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